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Serving	the	NJ/NY/PA	AreaCave	and	Wilderness	Search	and	Rescue	24	Hour	Emergency	Contact877-738-1936	The	New	Jersey	Initial	Response	Team	(NJIRT)	is	a	regional,	all	volunteer	organization	based	in	Sussex	County,	New	Jersey.	We	provide	Search	and	Rescue	(SAR)	and	specialized	rescue	resources	to	local	Emergency	Services	Agencies	when
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victims	of	domestic	violence.	The	primary	purpose	of	the	team	is	to	offer	emergency	support,	alternatives,	and	referrals	to	victims	of	domestic	violence.	DVRT	members	are	screened	by	the	West	Orange	Police	Department	and	trained	and	qualified	in	domestic	violence	intervention.	DVRT	provides	a	neutral,	less	authoritarian	atmosphere	to	victims
who	are	traumatized,	confused,	uncertain,	or	reluctant	to	seek	help.	They	are	there	to	listen	and	to	help.	When	the	police	bring	a	victim	of	Domestic	Violence	into	headquarters,	a	DVRT	member	will	be	available	to	speak	with	the	victim.For	more	information,	contact	(973)	325-4025	or	email	Criminal	Investigation	Unit.	If	you	are	in	an	emergency
situation,	call	9-1-1	immediately.	Since	DVRT	is	on	call	24/7,	a	victim	of	domestic	violence	can	go	to	police	headquarters	at	anytime	and	request	to	speak	to	a	DVRT	member.DVRT	members	are	available	to	answer	victims'	questions	and	listen	to	their	concerns.	Upon	the	victim's	request,	they	can:Advise	the	victim	of	all	options	available	as	they	pertain
to	their	right	to	be	safeProvide	referrals	for	counseling	options	and	support,	drug	and	alcohol	counseling,	shelters,	24-hour	hotline,	and	victim	advocacy	programsExplain	the	advantages	of	seeking	a	temporary	restraining	order	(TRO)	and	explain	the	relief	granted,	including	ordered	counseling	for	the	abuser	and	no	contact	orderExplain	the	filing	of
criminal	complaints	and	the	requirement	(in	certain	cases)	that	the	police	must	file	a	criminal	complaint,	regardless	of	the	victim's	desiresExplain	the	family	court	procedures,	the	aftermath	of	court	proceedings,	the	importance	of	a	safety	plan,	and	steps	the	victim	can	take	to	minimize	injury	to	the	victim	and	the	victim's	children	(if	a	TRO	is
granted)Arrange	shelter	for	the	victim	and	any	minor	childrenShould	a	victim	choose	to	speak	to	a	volunteer,	this	will	be	done	in	a	private	room	at	West	Orange	Police	Headquarters.	All	discussions	will	remain	confidential.	This	means	that	no	written	record	of	the	conversation	will	be	kept,	and	what	is	discussed	stays	between	the	victim	and	the	DVRT
member.	A	exception	to	this	privilege	arises	under	circumstances	that	involve	suicide,	homicide,	the	existence	of	weapons,	or	if	there	is	reasonable	belief	that	a	child	has	been	abused	or	neglected.	In	these	situations,	volunteers	are	legally	obligated	to	report	this	information	to	a	police	officer	for	follow-up.	The	Community	Emergency	Response	Team
(CERT)	program	helps	train	people	to	be	better	prepared	to	respond	to	emergency	situations	in	their	communities.	When	emergencies	happen,	CERT	members	can	give	critical	support	to	first	responders,	provide	immediate	assistance	to	victims,	and	organize	spontaneous	volunteers	at	a	disaster	site.	CERT	members	can	also	help	with	non-emergency
projects	that	help	improve	the	safety	of	the	community.	CERT	is	a	nationwide	initiative.	The	events	of	September	11	will	never	be	forgotten;	also	not	forgotten	is	how	the	spirit	of	America	was	awakened	that	day	and	citizens	came	forth	to	volunteer	their	services.	President	George	W.	Bush	harnessed	this	spirit	of	volunteerism	with	the	Citizen	Corps
program.	CERT	is	a	part	of	the	Citizen	Corps	Program.	CERTS	have	been	used	to:	Search	for	lost	or	kidnaped	children	Staff	Emergency	Operations	Centers	and	monitor	events	Emergency	Operations	Center	security;	driving,	information,	assisting	disabled	visitors	and	minor	first	aid	Manage	“spontaneous/convergent”	volunteers	Assist	Red	Cross	and
other	relief	organizations	on	mass	care	INDEPENDENT	PROSECUTOR	DIRECTIVE	In	December	2019,	the	New	Jersey	Attorney	General	announced	the	“Excellence	in	Policing”	Initiative	to	promote	professionalism,	accountability,	and	transparency	in	law	enforcement.		The	initiative	included	new	statewide	policies	regarding	officer-involved
shootings,	internal	affairs	investigations,	disclosure	of	exculpatory	evidence,	and	other	policing	issues.				Further	information	on	the	initiative	may	be	found	at:		AG	Directive	2019-4:	Independent	Prosecutor	Directive	was	issued	as	part	of	the	initiative.	The	Independent	Prosecutor	Directive	outlines	a	10-step	process	for	conducting	independent
investigations	of	use-of-force	and	death-in-custody	incidents	in	compliance	with	state	law.	The	directive	establishes	clear	procedures	governing	such	investigations	to	ensure	that	they	are	done	fully,	fairly,	and	independently	of	any	potential	bias.	This	directive	comprehensively	addresses	the	process	for	conducting	independent	investigations	of	use-of-
force	and	death-in-custody	incidents,	thereby	consolidating	three	existing	directives—AG	Directive	2006-5,	its	2015	supplement,	and	AG	Directive	2018-1—alongside	new	procedures	for	compliance	with	the	new	independent	prosecutor	bill	signed	by	Governor	Murphy	in	January	2019.	The	new	directive	is	organized	around	a	“ten-step	process,”	from
the	initial	notifications	of	the	incident	to	the	announcement	of	criminal	charges	and	any	referral	for	administrative	review.	As	part	of	this	process,	the	directive	formally	transfers	investigative	and	prosecutorial	responsibility	for	fatal	cases	from	the	Division	of	Criminal	Justice	to	the	Attorney	General’s	Office	of	Public	Integrity	and	Accountability.
Additionally,	this	directive	expands	the	scope	of	the	disclosure	policies	established	in	AG	Directive	2018-1,	creating	a	presumption	in	favor	of	publicly	releasing	any	video	footage	that	documents	a	serious	use-of-force	or	death-in-custody	incident	covered	by	the	new	directive.	The	new	disclosure	rules	include	the	release	of	any	third-party	footage
captured	by	a	surveillance	camera	or	a	civilian’s	smartphone	and	later	obtained	by	law	enforcement	during	the	investigation.	A	summary	of	the	10-step	process	is	available	at:			A	full	version	of	the	Independent	Prosecutor	Directive	is	available	at:		PCPO	SHOOTING	RESPONSE	TEAM	Police	officers	may	be	required	to	respond	to	situations	where	they
use	their	service	firearm	or	other	forms	of	physical	force	in	response	to	threatened	or	actual	attacks.		If	a	police	officer’s	response	involves	death	or	serious	bodily	injury,	any	use	of	deadly	force	(including	the	discharge	of	that	officer’s	firearm),	the	death	of	a	civilian	during	an	encounter	with	a	law	enforcement	officer,	or	the	death	of	a	civilian	while	in
custody	of	law	enforcement,	the	incident	is	investigated	in	compliance	with	State	law	and	the	New	Jersey	Attorney	General’s	Independent	Prosecutor	Directive.	When	appropriate	under	the	Independent	Prosecutor	Directive,	the	Passaic	County	Prosecutor’s	Office	Shooting	Response	Team	is	tasked	with	conducting	investigations	to	ascertain	whether
the	force	used	was	justified,	legal	and	proper	pursuant	to	established	use	of	force	guidelines.		This	team	is	comprised	of	dedicated,	experienced	investigative	and	legal	staff	who	strive	to	conduct	independent	investigations	fairly,	expeditiously,	thoroughly	and	impartially	in	accordance	with	governing	State	law	and	Attorney	General	Directives.	The
Shooting	Response	Team	must	balance	the	equally	crucial	goals	of	public	transparency	with	the	need	to	protect	the	integrity	of	the	investigation	in	response	to	public	or	press	inquiries	relating	to	specific	details	while	an	investigation	is	active.	In	appropriate	cases,	the	evidence	is	presented	to	the	Grand	Jury	for	a	determination	as	to	whether	the
conduct	of	the	police	officer	should	be	the	subject	of	criminal	charges,	or	whether	the	police	officer	was	justified	in	using	deadly	force.	USE	OF	FORCE	On	June	2,	2020,	Attorney	General	Gurbir	S.	Grewal	outlined	plans	for	revising	New	Jersey's	“Use	of	Force	Policy,”	which	governs	when	a	police	officer	in	New	Jersey	may—and	may	not—use	force
against	civilians.	As	part	of	that	process,	Attorney	General	Grewal	announced	that	his	office	has	launched	an	online	portal	for	public	comments	and	will	be	organizing	community	listening	sessions	in	all	21	counties.	The	public	comment	portal,	available	at	nj.gov/oag/force,	will	accept	submissions	through	August	1,	2020.	The	portal	allows	residents	to
submit	comments	about	any	aspect	of	the	Use	of	Force	Policy,	but	specifically	requests	input	on	topics	that	will	be	discussed	as	part	of	the	revision	process,	including:	Specific	tactics	designed	to	subdue	a	subject	(e.g.,	chokeholds,	neck	restraints,	strikes	to	the	head	and	face,	use	of	police	dogs);	Engaging	subjects	with	serious	mental	illness	or
substance	abuse	issues;	Exhausting	all	other	reasonable	means	(e.g.,	verbal	warnings)	and	pursuing	de-escalation	before	resorting	to	deadly	force;	Applying	force	proportionate	to	the	subject’s	alleged	conduct	(e.g.,	limiting	the	use	of	force	when	the	subject	has	committed	a	non-violent	offense);	Less-than-lethal	uses	of	force	(e.g.,	bean	bag	shots,
rubber	bullets,	disabling	netting);	Duty	to	intervene	when	another	officer	engages	in	excessive	use	of	force;	Firing	a	weapon	at	a	moving	vehicle;	High-speed	car	pursuits;	Reporting	and	training	requirements;	and	Any	other	proposals	that	reduce	the	risk	of	injury	and	death	to	civilians	while	maintaining	the	safety	of	police	officers.	The	New	Jersey’s
current	Use	of	Force	Policy	is	available	at	this	link:	Additionally,	over	the	past	several	years	law	enforcement	officers	throughout	Passaic	County	have	received	training	in	de-escalation,	cultural	awareness	and	implicit	bias.		Building	on	a	longstanding	history	of	crisis	intervention	training	in	Passaic	County,	the	Paterson	Police	Department	is	also	a
pilot	department	in	a	statewide	expansion	of	Crisis	Intervention	Team	(CIT)	training,	which	can	help	when	officers	respond	to	situations	involving	individuals	with	mental	health	issues.			VIRTUAL	TOWN	HALLS	Listening	Session:	Use	of	Force	Policy	(6-24-20)	Event	Description:	“Join	Attorney	General	Grewal	for	a	discussion	on	New	Jersey’s	existing
Use	of	Force	Policy	and	what	changes	have	occurred	in	policing	over	the	past	20	years.	Learn	how	members	of	the	public	can	weigh	in	on	New	Jersey’s	revision	process.	Together,	we	can	create	community-informed	policing	policies	in	our	great	state.”		(			Recording	of	Event:		Let’s	Talk	About	It:	Building	Police	Community	Trust	Across	New	Jersey	(6-
3-20)	Event	Description:	“Join	Governor	Phil	Murphy	and	Attorney	General	Gurbir	Grewal	for	a	candid	conversation	on	investigating	officer	involved		shootings	and	other	use-of-force	incidents,	strengthening	trust	between	law	enforcement	officers	and	the	communities	they	serve,	and	promoting	a	culture	of	professionalism,	accountability,	and
transparency	among	New	Jersey’s	law	enforcement	community.”	Recording	of	Event:
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